Morisset High School

133 Bridge Street, Morisset NSW 2264

Phone: (02) 4973 1999

Email: morisset-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
www.morisset-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Morisset High School’s Excellerate program empowers curious
Exce”erate and highly engaged students to unlock their full learning
boosting potential potential and develops their personal strengths by offering
accelerated learning and educational opportunities, which
challenge these driven students to extend themselves across

intellectual, creative, social-emotional and physical domains.

The Excellerate program Stage 4 Classes cater to students who demonstrate high potential
in learning, are motivated to excel, and have a high level of achievement across Core and Key
Learning Areas. They demonstrate a strong will to develop intelligent behaviours to continue
to grow their potential.

Our highly qualified staff work with Excellerate students, using differentiated teaching and
learning practices, to ensure that their specific learning and wellbeing needs are met, and they
are offered an enriched/extended curriculum and opportunities beyond the typical level of
students of the same age.

Year 6 students in our Western Shores Learning Alliance (WSLA) group of Public Schools are
invited to express interest in being part of the Excellerate program. Online applications will
be considered by a panel of staff from MHS and in collaboration with Primary Schools.

The online Excellerate year 7 2024 application is available at:
https://forms.gle/A5S5NBqzvzDd8SmPL28

You can access the online application form by using the QR code

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 3 PM ON APRIL 28, 2023

Students who have applied for the Excellerate program will be invited to sit a
formalised CogAT (Cognitive Assessment) test at MHS on:

THURSDAY, MAY 3, 2023, DROP OFF AT 9 AM, TESTING FROM 9.30 AM.

Students can be collected following the test at 1 pm.

No preparation for the test is required. Attached is a flyer and some CogAT style sample
guestions. Please note, nomination for the Excellerate program does not mean acceptance
into the class.
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Excellerate Selection Criteria

e Strong academic performance across a range of subjects;

e Proficient literacy and numeracy skills with the potential to excel;

e A curious and highly engaged learner who likes learning and exploring new things;

e High achievement in fields of learning areas including academic, arts,
entrepreneurship, science, technology and/or sport.

e Positive attitudes to school and learning, including homework;

e Ability to work independently and as part of a team;

e Demonstrates and is willing to develop positive and intelligent behaviours for learning.

All class placements are provisional. Students who are not initially successful and are on the
Excellerate reserve list, will be considered as part of our regular review process.

Please complete the attached google form application by accessing the link provided.

Kind regards,
Darren Brailey

Proud Principal, Morisset High School
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Morisset High School Year 7 2024
Excellerate Class

Google Application Form

Parent/Carer must complete the online Google Application Form and submit it by:

Friday, April 28, 2023, at 3pm

Google Form link: https://forms.gle/A5NBqzvzDd8SmPL28 or
use the QR code.

Please Note:

e In the WSLA, only those students whose application
form is received by the due date will be considered for
placement in the HP class.

e Year 6 Classroom Teacher will also be requested to complete a Google
Form to support this application.

What is CogAT?
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Support gifted and talented
students with CogAT

The Cognitive Abilities Test Form 7, the most widely used and trusted
abilities test on the market today, assesses students' verbal, quantitative
and nonverbal reasoning abdities and provides reliable data for
enrichment program dedzions. This highly respected resource offers

a true measure of student abilities and provides school administrators
with greater and more flexible tools to inform decision making.

By admanistering CogATE. teachers have early information about

a student’s schood abilises and can help the student become a better
leamer.

Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt — Frverside and authored by

Dr Davad F. Lohman, an internationally recognsed expert on ability

aszessment, CogAT continues to:

» Help identify all students’ abdities

¥ Link teachers to instructonal strategies throwgh wnique Ability
Prafiles

» Daliver predictive data with the lows Assessments and highlight
sgnificant diecrepancies between expected and actual achievernent

» Inclsde three separate cognitive domains to form a more
comprehensive perspective of a student's reasoning abilities

» Offer superior technical quality.

Dr Lohman has bt many enhancements nto Form 7. CopAT &= even
more appropriate for use with ESL students; for example, much of the
language has been replaced by pictures or figures. Eight of nine subtests
at the primary kevel are entirely language-frea. A new page design and
new item types also add to the value and efficacy of the group-
administered abilities test that more educators choose than any other.

Awustralian Council for Educational Research

Excellerate CogAT Testing Sample




Student Prep - getting familiar. You cannot study for the test,
however, you can understand what it will look like.

Sample Test Preview - have a go!

jaguar leopard cougar

O bear O wolf @) dog O lion O shark

[2]-6=5x0¢
0=12+4

O 48 O 30 O 21 O 12 O 6




Answers

[1] Choice 4 — The correct answeris: lion These are allanimals belonging to the biological

family of cats.

[2] Choice 3 — The correct answeris 21. This question has two equations. In both equations,
both sides ofthe equalsign musttotalthe same amount. Since we are trying to solve forthe
‘?°,let’suse the information the second equation gives us to help us solve the first equation.
The second equation tellsus that 0 =12+ 4, which means that 0 =3. When we replace the
diamond in the first equation with 3, we get:?— 6 =5 % 3.To find out what the “?’stands for,
let’s first solve the right side ofthe equation:5 x3=15,50:?— 6 =15. Thismeans that ?=21,

because 21— 6 = 15. Therefore,21isthe correct answer.

[3] Choice 5 — The square paper was first folded in half diagonallyto create a triangle, and
then folded again from each cornertowards the middle ofthe triangle. Then, four holes were
cut out of the folded paper. All four holes go through fourlayers of paper. Therefore, the
answer should have sixteen holes (4 holes x4 layers). The holes will flip over the fold each
time the paperisunfolded — first upwards and to the left,and then diagonally. Answer
choices 1,2,and 3 include less than 16 holes, so theycan be eliminated. Answer choice 4 does
not mirror correctlythe holesin the folded paperabove. We are left with the 5th answer

choice, which is the correct answer.
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